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WOODLUPINE FAMILY CENTRE 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [5.18 pm]: I rise tonight to say a few words about the petitions 
I tabled earlier today on Woodlupine Family Centre in Forrestfield. First, I indicate my thanks to the house for 
giving me leave to present the nonconforming petition, which contained 669 signatures, because it is incredibly 
important for those 669 people who signed that petition to have their voices heard in Parliament today. I recognise 
that as we come closer to the end of this Parliament, the capacity for the committee to consider at length the concerns 
in the petition may be limited, so I want to place on the record the very strong concerns and sentiments within the 
community about the funding cut, which if not reversed, will see the likely closure of this much-loved centre. I say 
at the outset that I have no doubt that any criticism of the government for this decision will be met with deflection 
and the blaming of others—no doubt, the former government—as it has been wont to do on so many occasions. 
In response, I just say this: the government has the power to reverse this decision—no-one else—and I implore it 
to do so. 
For those who are not aware, the Woodlupine Family Centre is seeking to have the decision made by the 
Department of Communities to cease its funding, which amounts to just over $70 000, reinstated. If it is not reinstated, 
the reality is that the centre will likely close—all over $70 000! The Woodlupine Family Centre has been part of the 
foothills community for nearly 30 years. It runs, supports and manages a vast range of programs. The funds that 
are provided through the government grant assist with general running costs, insurance, electricity and cleaning 
requirements. Importantly, that money helps pay for the centre manager, who brings everything together. 
Some of the services that the centre provides include parenting courses; a variety of playgroups; multicultural 
cooking classes; children’s cooking classes; art classes for adults and children; craft groups for adults and children; 
sensory play events for children; seniors sharing skills groups; coffee, craft and chat drop-in days; recycling 
workshops; Alcoholics Anonymous meetings; cultural awareness and celebration events; and many other activities. 
Over the past five years, over 2 000 people have benefited from those programs. 

The issue is actually more than that; this centre is part of the community and is embedded within the community. 
It is where people meet and, inevitably, make lifelong friendships. It is a resource for not only Forrestfield, but 
also Wattle Grove and the surrounding areas. It has a direct link with the bus route, so people do not even need 
a car to access the services. In the time available, I will read a couple of letters and testimonials that I have received 
that very much paint the picture. 
The first is from Lilia Burton, who states — 

Dear Ms Faragher, 
Thank you for your support in presenting the petition to parliament on behalf of the Woodlupine Family 
Center. This centre has become dear to my heart since I moved to the foothills in 2016. I was a young 
mum with a 2 year old and newborn twins and didn’t know many people in the area. It was a very isolating 
time. My sister in law offered to take my toddler to the French playgroup at the centre and I quickly learnt 
of all the services that the centre had to offer. I later set up a playgroup myself for other mothers of young 
twins in the area. It became a safe place that our kids could play while we were actually able to stop for 
a moment and enjoy a coffee and a chat with other parents that could relate. 
My eldest daughter attended the kindy program when she was old enough and my twins are now going this 
year. This has had such an incredible impact on their social and emotional development and my daughters 
teachers at her primary school were so impressed at how well and quickly she settled into “big school”. 
I have also attended several birthday parties at the centre (including birthdays for my own kids) and I think 
it’s wonderful that there is a safe, clean and fun place to hold these events, at minimal cost for the community 
and such a good alternative to expensive play centres or other outings. I have also attended excellent 
parenting classes that were provided free of charge including a crèche. 
Throughout my involvement with the centre I have made lasting friendships with other members of my 
community and I think that is the most important take away message, this centre is an integral part of our 
community and creates bonds across generations, it truely would be devastating to see it close. 
Thank you again for your consideration. 
Lilia Burton 
Committee Chairperson 
Woodlupine Family Centre 

I have also received other messages. One states — 
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“Woodlupine Family Centre has been so amazing for us since our oldest was born, I took him along to 
playgroup which was literally around the corner and it was a safe place for him to explore and for me to 
chat to adults for a little bit every week, which as a new stay at home mum was a sanity saver. Now he 
attends the 3yo kindy which has blossomed his social skills, built on his independence and given him skills 
that will be invaluable for his transition to formal kindy next year. His little sister is following in his footsteps 
and I would be devastated if she doesn’t get to utilise the Centre as he has … 

I have another message, which is a demonstration of how long this centre has been around and how important it 
has been for generations of families. It states — 

“My family and I started using Woodlupine Family Centre 27 years ago when my daughters attended 
Brownies/Girl Guides. My youngest daughter then attended the newly opened Pre-Kindy Program and 
the older children’s school utilised the Centre for school discos and dance concerts. Since then, I have 
accessed health related courses, my daughter attended a parenting course, 3 of my 4 grandchildren have 
attended recreational classes, playgroups and the Pre-Kindy program which have given them the skills 
and confidence needed to start their school years. It would be a real shame to see the Centre have to 
close its doors before my final grandchild and other families have the same opportunities as the rest of 
us did … 

The relationships mentioned in these messages, the value of this service that has been built and the connections 
that have formed over a significant period cannot be underestimated. The importance of the centre to those who 
use it is very clear. The fact that we received nearly 700 signatures on these petitions in just over two weeks is 
testament enough. 
It is within the power of the government to reverse this decision. The centre has the very strong support of the 
community and the City of Kalamunda, including its Mayor Margaret Thomas whom I spoke to earlier today. It has 
the support of community organisations such as the Darling Range Seniors Hub, which I have very good involvement 
with, and Linkwest. They all know the importance of this centre and its place within the community. I simply ask 
the government, on behalf of the centre and all who use it, whether they used it 27 years ago or now, to please 
reverse this decision and allow this much-loved centre and community resource to keep doing the wonderful things 
it does for this community every day. 
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